


CAJM Conference Locations

CENTER FOR JEWISH HISTORY
15 West 16 Street | New York, NY 10011
cjh.org
212.294.8301

THE CONFERENCE CENTER
130 East 59 Street, 7th Floor | New York, NY 10022

THE JEWISH MUSEUM
1109 Fifth Avenue | New York, NY 10128
thejewishmuseum.org
212.423.3200

MUSEUM AT ELDRIDGE STREET
12 Eldridge Street | New York, NY 10002
eldridgestreet.org
212.219.0888

MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE—A LIVING MEMORIAL TO THE HOLOCAUST
36 Battery Place | New York, NY 10280
mjhnyc.org 
646.437.4202

NATIONAL SEPTEMBER 11 MEMORIAL & MUSEUM
180 Greenwich Street | New York, NY 10007
911memorial.org
212.312.8800

TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
One East 65 Street | New York, NY 10021
emanuelnyc.org
212.744.1400

WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART
96 Gansevoort Street | New York, NY 10014
whitney.org
212.570.3600



SATURDAY March 19

LOCATION	 WHITNEY MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART 
8–10 pm	 Optional Pre-Conference Activity

	 Saturday Night at the Whitney 

Join us for a private tour of exhibitions at the new Whitney Museum, then gather  
with friends and colleagues—old and new—at Untitled, the Museum’s restaurant-bar.

SUNDAY March 20

LOCATION		  TEMPLE EMANU-EL

11:15 am–1 pm 	 Registration

11:15 am–Noon	 CAJM Mentor/Mentee Orientation

Session Chairs: RACHEL JARMON MYERS, Institute of Southern Jewish Life,  
and ZACHARY LEVINE, Independent Curator and Planner 

Noon–1:15 pm	 Welcome, Lunch, and Opening Performance 

REBAR with Reboot

Session Chairs: TANYA SCHEVITZ, Reboot, and GRAVITY GOLDBERG, The Contemporary
Jewish Museum, with LIBBY LENKINSKI, New Israel Fund; AMICHAI LAU-LAVIE,
Storahtelling Inc. and Lab/Shul; and TIFFANY SHLAIN, documentary filmmaker

Talented storytellers re-imagine their Bar or Bat Mitzvahs and other rites of passage. 
Conference attendees are then invited to contribute their own stories and reflections in 
the form of six-word memoirs. A few of these will be selected to share the stage at the 
closing luncheon of the conference.

1:15–2:30 pm 	 Plenary

Storytelling and the American (Jewish) Museum of Tomorrow

Session Chair and Moderator: COLIN WEIL, Independent Consultant, with BRUCE FEILER, 
Author, TV host, and New York Times “This Life” Columnist; ANNIE POLLAND,  
Tenement Museum; and TIFFANY SHLAIN, documentary filmmaker

What kinds of storytelling captivate Americans today? Where do Jewish identity  
stories intersect with American stories? What does this mean for museums? This  
conversation will look beyond the Jewish museum space to better understand the  
relationship between storyteller and audience through other lenses: experiential  
museums, journalism, non-fiction film, television, and print.
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ProgramSCHED ULE
2:30–3:15 pm	 Snack Break and “Speed Meet” 

A rapid-fire, caffeine-inspired, rotating meet-up 
Chair: DANIELLE CHARLAP, Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living Memorial  
to the Holocaust

3:15–4 pm 	 Talking Circles #1

Session Chairs: DEBORAH CARDIN, Jewish Museum of Maryland,  
and LYNETTE ALLEN, Independent Consultant 

Meet with colleagues from like-minded institutions for open and informal discussion  
on topics raised during the conference and related to its theme. You may select from:

• Art Museums 
• History
• Holocaust
• JCCs/Presenters
• Synagogues/Small Museums
• Artists
• University-affiliated Museums
• Archives

4–5:30 pm	 Concurrent Sessions

Session 1-A

Radical Hospitality: The Courage and Uncertainty  

of Revolutionizing Museum Access 

Session Chair: JULIANA OCHS DWECK, Princeton University Art Museum.  
Moderator: VANESSA OCHS, University of Virginia, with MIRIAM BADER,  
Tenement Museum; SARA DEVINE, Brooklyn Museum of Art; and ANDY BACHMAN, 
92nd Street Y

In the Jewish communal world and in museums, there is a new emphasis on hospitality— 
of the moment, yet deeply rooted in tradition. Institutions are opening themselves up to 
new audiences and reaching out in ways that involve risk-taking, courage, and creativity. 
Radical hospitality can affect how museums approach all dimensions of their work.
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Session 1-B

The Story Is the New Object: Workshop on Oral Storytelling

Session Chair and Moderator: JUDITH ROSENBAUM, Jewish Women’s Archive, 
with CHRISTA WHITNEY, Yiddish Book Center; JAYNE GUBERMAN, Independent Scholar 
and Consultant; and LUKE GERWE, Voice of Witness

During this hands-on workshop with leaders of oral history organizations, learn how 
the art of oral history and new types of storytelling can apply to Jewish museums, and 
how you and your colleagues can incorporate new techniques. 

Session 1-C

The Ten-Foot Pole of Jewish Museums: Where Is the Religious Narrative?

Session Chair and Moderator: JACOB WISSE, Yeshiva University Museum, with 
ELISHEVA CARLEBACH, Columbia University; MELANIE HOLCOMB, The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art; JENNA WEISSMAN JOSELIT, The George Washington University; 
and JACOB J. SCHACTER, Yeshiva University 

The religious expression of Judaism is often absent from Jewish museum narratives. 
Why? This session will explore this question and how Jewish religious life and ideas 
might be narrated for traditional and non-traditional audiences, challenging the notion 
of museums as places where religion must be downplayed in favor of broad secular values. 
Through case studies, panelists will explore ways core aspects of religious experience 
can be translated into engaging and meaningful museum experiences.

LOCATION  THE JEWISH MUSEUM
6:30–8 pm  Welcome Reception and Program

In Conversation: Maira Kalman and Alex Kalman

Session Chair and Moderator: MELISSA MARTENS YAVERBAUM

Join us for a conversation with artists MAIRA KALMAN and her son ALEX KALMAN about 
working with objects and mediums of all kinds across Jewish and non-Jewish spaces of 
all kinds, how they see themselves as storytellers, and how Jewish content and context 
shift the meanings in their work. 

After: Wine reception and tours of the exhibitions Unorthodox and Isaac Mizrahi: 
An Unruly History, led by staff of The Jewish Museum. 

Dinner on your own
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The Ten-Foot Pole of Jewish Museums: Where Is the Religious Narrative?

Session Chair and Moderator: JACOB WISSE, Yeshiva University Museum, with 
ELISHEVA CARLEBACH, Columbia University; MELANIE HOLCOMB, The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art; JENNA WEISSMAN JOSELIT, The George Washington University; 
and JACOB J. SCHACTER, Yeshiva University 

The religious expression of Judaism is often absent from Jewish museum narratives. 
Why? This session will explore this question and how Jewish religious life and ideas 
might be narrated for traditional and non-traditional audiences, challenging the notion 
of museums as places where religion must be downplayed in favor of broad secular values. 
Through case studies, panelists will explore ways core aspects of religious experience 
can be translated into engaging and meaningful museum experiences.



MONDAY March 21

LOCATION THE CONFERENCE CENTER, 130 EAST 59 STREET, 7TH FLOOR

8:30–9 am  Coffee & Pastries

9–10:30 am  Plenary

Mission Alignment: Jewish Museums and Jewish Philanthropy

Co-Session Chairs: LILA CORWIN BERMAN, Temple University, and COLIN WEIL, 
Independent Consultant. Moderator: LILA CORWIN BERMAN, with JEFFREY SOLOMON, 
Andrea and Charles Bronfman Foundation; IVY BARSKY, National Museum of 
American Jewish History; TAL GOZANI, Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles; 
and ANITA CONTINI, Bloomberg Philanthropies

If Jewish museums are to remain sustainable repositories and interpreters of Jewish 
culture, we must demonstrate our strategic value in terms that apply to communities 
of all kinds—established, new, and emerging. While some foundations already provide 
critical support, guidelines for many others do not match the evolving needs of Jewish 
museums—leaving a gap between our ambitions and the support we need. 

10:30 am–Noon  Concurrent Sessions

Session 2-A

Narrating Our Value

Session Chair and Moderator: ZACHARY LEVINE, Independent Curator and Planner;
with BRYAN DAVIS, Jewish History Museum and Holocaust History Center, Tucson, AZ; 
RACHEL FEINMARK, Tenement Museum; and WARREN HOFFMAN, Jewish Federation 
of Greater Philadelphia

Jewish museums will always need to develop meaningful measures of their value 
to communities, to devise stories that make that value clear to constituents, 
stakeholders, funders, and communal leaders.

Session 2-B

Engaging the Digital Realm

Session Chair and Participant: ALICE RUBIN, Gallagher & Associates; with 
ANNIE POLLAND, Tenement Museum 

As Digital Storytelling becomes more affordable and simpler to produce, museums 
should build digital layers into their program plans. Join Alice Rubin and Annie Polland 
as they preview an NEH-sponsored Digital Storytelling Conference, in the planning stages 
for May 2016, which aims to de-clutter the digital landscape and highlight emerging 
platforms that are accessible to museums of various types and sizes.

CAJM
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Session 2-C

Better Together? The Whys and Hows of Successful Collaboration

Session Chair and Moderator: MARSHA SEMMEL, Independent Consultant, with 
DEBORAH SCHWARTZ, Brooklyn Historical Society; ANDREW ACKERMAN, Children’s 
Museum of Manhattan; and MARVIN PINKERT, Jewish Museum of Maryland

To survive and thrive, museums need to cultivate new, successful partnerships and 
collaborations. Three museum directors will discuss specific examples and reflect 
on the rationale behind—and potential benefits of—effective partnerships. What makes
a collaboration tick? When should you end a partnership that has gone awry? 
Session participants will also roll up their sleeves to share practical tools, techniques, 
and processes.

Noon–1:30 pm  Lunch and Town Hall Meeting

Meeting agenda will include CAJM elections and reports from CAJM and AEJM leadership.

1:30–3 pm  Plenary

What’s Inside? 

Session Chair and Moderator: JUDITH ROSENBAUM, Jewish Women’s Archive,
with ARI KELMAN, Stanford University; JUDY BATALION, writer/performer/art historian; 
and AARON LANSKY, Yiddish Book Center 

As the Pew and subsequent studies have shown, Jewish identity in America continues 
to evolve and diversify, as segments of the population that identify as Jewish (or Jew-ish) 
grow. Many Jews seek to “do Jewish” and “share Jewish” with people of different faiths, 
backgrounds, and identities. This panel brings together voices from within and around 
Jewish museums, culture, and academia to explore the tensions and possibilities inherent 
in both forms of the adjective, with and without hyphen.

3–4:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions

Session 3-A

Complicated Stories + New Audiences = ?

Session Chair and Moderator: AVI DECTER, History Now, with JOSH LAMBERT, 
Yiddish Book Center; ELLEN FRANKEL, Storyteller, Author, and Librettist; and 
RONA SHERAMY, Association for Jewish Studies

 



Narratives about Jewish history and culture—especially those about American Jewry, 
the Holocaust, and the State of Israel—are far more complex than the stories Jewish 
museums generally tell. How can we continue to address complicated, sometimes 
diffi cult, subjects for audiences that are also increasingly fragmented?

Session 3-B

Jewish And: Embracing Our Own Diversity 

Session Chair and Moderator: JANINE OKMIN, The Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
with APRIL BASKIN, Union for Reform Judaism; REBECCA LEHRER, 
The Mash-Up Americans; and JAYSON LITTMAN, Hebro

The demographics of the 21st-century Jewish community are increasingly diverse. How 
can Jewish museums refl ect the changing population and include multiple perspectives 
and narratives in the galleries? Where can Jewish museum professionals look for 
material and technical support to develop these new narratives?

Session 3-C

International Stories: Perspectives From Overseas 

Session Chair: DAVID SHNEER, University of Colorado
Moderator: Melissa Martens Yaverbaum, with ORIT SHAHAM GOVER, Beit Hatfutsot—
Museum of the Jewish People; HANNO LOEWY, Association of European 
Jewish Museums; and NATAN MEIR, Portland State University

While Jewish-American narratives challenge us at home, very different narratives and 
audiences shape Jewish museums overseas. Representatives from international Jewish 
museum projects will offer perspectives on how Jewish-museum storytelling changes 
dramatically from place to place.

4:30–5 pm   Snack and Unconference Voting

Session Chairs: HADAS BINYAMINI, Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage; 
SUSAN CHEVLOWE, Derfner Judaica Museum + The Art Collection at The Hebrew 
Home at Riverdale; HELENA GINDI, Independent Consultant; and HANNA GRIFF, 
Museum at Eldridge Street

For the fi rst time, CAJM is encouraging participants to contribute to CAJM’s conference 
through an “Unconference” format on Tuesday morning. Collaborative, participatory, 
and non-hierarchical, the “Unconference” session shifts the focus to attendees, inviting 
them to propose, facilitate, and participate in themed discussions with colleagues. 

Instructions for proposing a session will be provided throughout the conference. 
Proposals for sessions will be accepted electronically from the start of the conference 
through Monday at 2 pm. Conference participants will vote on Monday from 4:30 to 5 pm, 
and fi nal sessions will be announced during Tuesday morning coffee.

CAJM



5–6 pm Workshops 

Workshop sessions on a variety of topics will allow participants to develop or deepen 
their professional practice—again with emphasis on the role of narrative.

•  Audience Development: RACHEL LITHGOW, American Jewish Historical Society

•  The (Digital) Doctor Is In: TIYA GORDON, Independent Producer, 
is ready to answer your practical digital questions

•  Design Strategies for Museums Large and Small: JONATHAN ALGER, 
Partner, C&G Partners 

OR

5–6 pm  Talking Circles #2

Session Chairs: DEBORAH CARDIN, The Jewish Museum of Maryland, and LYNETTE 
ALLEN, Independent Consultant 

Continue conversations from the conference and meet with colleagues for focused 
small group discussions.

• Development and fundraising
•  Programming

7 pm Refresh, Reconnect, Reboot: Young Professionals Happy Hour

Sponsored by Reboot

Chair: DANIELLE CHARLAP, Museum of Jewish Heritage—
A Living Memorial to the Holocaust

Dinner on your own
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Refresh, Reconnect, Reboot: Young Professionals Happy Hour



TUESDAY March 22

LOCATION CENTER FOR JEWISH HISTORY

8:30–9:30 am Coffee & Announcement of “Unconference” Sessions

9:30–10:45 am  THE UNCONFERENCE
As the 2016 conference draws to a close, this interactive, participatory segment will 
be devoted to facilitated conversations, giving attendees an opportunity to engage with 
their colleagues on themes and lingering questions identified through the previous 
afternoon’s vote. After the conference, summaries of each session will be made available 
online so that participants and CAJM members can access them and engage with the 
ideas discussed.

11 am–Noon Plenary

Exhibiting Identity and the Myth of Nationalism

Join curators NORMAN KLEEBLATT (The Jewish Museum) and LOWERY SIMS (Curator 
Emerita, Museum of Arts and Design) for a conversation and preview of their project 
rewriting a history of American art between the wars. Their work is part of the 
large-scale exhibition Art and the Myth of Nations, 1914–1945, forthcoming at the 
Bundeswehr Military History Museum in Dresden, Germany. They will examine 
American artistic production, with a focus on immigrant (Jewish, Latino, African-American, 
Asian-American, and other) artists and the hidden subject of queer artists—all groups 
frequently shunned during an era of isolationism.

Noon–1 pm Plenary

Audacious Space: Rethinking Gallery Engagement

Session Chair and Moderator: GRAVITY GOLDBERG, The Contemporary Jewish Museum, 
with CHRIS GARTRELL, The Jewish Museum; EMILY AUGUST, National Museum of 
American Jewish History; and ETHAN ANGELICA, Museum Hack

Galleries are becoming centers of creative engagement, where audiences, artists and 
educators can come together and create new ways of experiencing the objects in the 
gallery and broadening the range of “offi cial” interpretation—the main limitations 
to these gallery programs being their physical space. Explore new models of gallery 
engagement during this panel and related activity.

CAJM
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1–2:30 pm 	 Lunch and Performance

Session Chairs: TANYA SCHEVITZ, Reboot, and GRAVITY GOLDBERG,  
The Contemporary Jewish Museum. 

A curated performance with submissions of six-word memoirs from the conference’s 
opening session  

3:30–4:30 pm	 Optional Post-Conference Activities

• Center for Jewish History: Tours, including partner organization exhibitions

• �9/11 Memorial Museum: Guided Tours with Alice Greenwald, Museum Director, and 
Clifford Chanin, Vice President for Education and Public Programs

• Museum at Eldridge Street: Guided Tour with Amy Stein Milford, Deputy Director

WEDNESDAY March 23

LOCATION 	 MUSEUM OF JEWISH HERITAGE—A LIVING MEMORIAL TO THE HOLOCAUST

9 am–3 pm 	 CAJM Community Engagement Initiative

Workshop for Professional Development Cohort 

		  Chairs: GABRIEL GOLDSTEIN and AVI DECTER

CAJM members who volunteered to be part of our Professional Development Cohort will 
arrive at the annual conference with proposals for developing an innovative, collaborative 
program for community engagement. During the course of the conference, they will be 
asked to reflect upon and revise their proposals, and to come to this concluding workshop 
with a clear sense of purpose. The workshop will confirm the goals of the initiative and 
the participating museums for the year ahead in which we, as a community of Jewish 
museums, aim to increase our relevance to emerging audiences.
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On Display
Temple Emanu-El

Presented by the Herbert & Eileen Bernard Museum of Judaica:
Boi Kalah, Here Comes the Bride 

The Center For Jewish History

Presented by American Jewish Historical Society:
The Treasures of the American Jewish Historical Society 

Steinberg Great Hall, main floor

Presented by Center for Jewish History and Leo Baeck Institute:
Burning Words 

The David Berg Rare Book Room, main floor

Presented by Leo Baeck Institute:
Stolen Heart: The Theft of Jewish Property in Berlin’s Historic City Center, 1933-1945 

Goldsmith Gallery, 2nd floor

Presented by Yeshiva University Museum:
How a Poem Begins—Lynne Avadenka and the Poet Rahel 

Popper Gallery, main floor
Odessa/	 : Babel, Ladyzhensky, and the Soul of a City 

Rosenberg & Winnick Galleries, 2nd floor
Portraits of Memory—Works by Bernice Eisenstein 

Selz Gallery, 2nd floor

Presented by YIVO Institute for Jewish Research:
Jewface: “Yiddish” Dialect Songs of Tin Pan Alley 

Constantiner Gallery, main floor
Professional Jokers: Jewish Jesters from the Golden Age of American Comedy 

Smart Gallery, 3rd floor

Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living Memorial to the Holocaust

Seeking Justice: The Leo Frank Case Revisited
Exhibition organized by The William Breman Heritage Museum, Atlanta, GA
     Irving Schneider and Family Gallery, 3rd floor



Andrew Ackerman is the Executive Director of the 
Children’s Museum of Manhattan. Under his tenure, the 
museum has doubled its attendance and budget and 
completed a 10,000-square-foot addition. Ackerman began 
his museum career at The Exhibit Museum in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. He returned to New York as Director of Education 
and, later, Assistant Director of The Jewish Museum.  
He was for four years Director of the Arts in Education 
Program of the New York State Council on the Arts.  
A graduate of Herbert H. Lehman College, Ackerman 
earned his MA in Near Eastern Studies from the University 
of Michigan. He is a former President of the Association 
of Children’s Museums and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the New York City Arts Coalition.

Lynette Allen works as in independent consultant 
based in Seattle. As the Founding Executive Director of 
the San Diego Center for Jewish Culture, she oversaw the 
development of a multi-disciplinary program that served 
as the impetus for building the arts and culture facility at 
the Lawrence Family JCC. She was Program Director for 
the Institute of Southern Jewish Life in its nascent years, 
creating an innovative delivery system for Jewish cultural 
programming throughout underserved areas in the 
southern region. She serves on the CAJM Board.

Jonathan Alger is Managing Partner of C&G Partners, 
a multispecialty creative studio dedicated to design for 
culture. An advocate of strategic thinking and the wise 
use of technology, Jonathan has focused on exhibitions, 
interactive environments and public space for over two 
decades. His clients include AIPAC, Bronx Zoo, Gates 
Foundation, Japanese-American National Museum, Leo 
Baeck Institute, Library of Congress, Museum of Jewish 
Heritage, Smithsonian and the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. He has received honors from AASLH, ADC, 
AIGA, SEGD, TDC, NEA and the Webbys. Alger graduated 
from Yale University.

Emily August is Director of the Public Programs 
Department at the National Museum of American Jewish 
History in Philadelphia, overseeing creation and execution 
of a robust calendar of programming. She also directs 
the Museum’s annual Freedom Seder Revisited and  
its Dreamers and Doers speaker series; OPEN for 
Interpretation, the Museum’s creative-thinkers-in- 
residence program; and the New Jewish Culture Network, 
a national network of arts organizations presenting 
Jewish performing arts and culture. August graduated 
from the S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications 
at Syracuse University.

Rabbi Andy Bachman is the Director of Jewish 
Content and Community Ritual at the 92nd Street Y.  
He was formerly the Senior Rabbi of Congregation Beth 
Elohim in Brooklyn. He is also a faculty member of 
Bronfman Youth Fellows in Israel. Along with his wife 
Rachel Altstein, Bachman founded Brooklyn Jews, an 
innovative program for open, engaging and pluralistic 
Jewish life. From 1998-2004 he was the Executive Director 
of the Bronfman Center at NYU. He is on the board of New 
Yorkers Against Gun Violence, UJA Federation of New 
York, Plaza Jewish Chapel, and Friends of Hand in Hand 
Schools. He has been in the Forward and Newsweek 50; 
he writes at Medium and andybachman.com.

Miriam Bader is Education Director at the Tenement 
Museum, where she oversees the administration of tours, 
school programs, and accessibility. She also serves as an 
educational consultant for the National Park Service, 
Singapore Tourism Board, and other organizations providing 
customized training on story creation, staff recruitment 
and hiring, and teacher professional development. Her 
educational approach is based in constructivism and 
imaginative education, and includes inquiry, hands-on 
learning, and place-based experiences. Prior to joining 
the Tenement Museum, Miriam worked at the Museum at 
Eldridge Street, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, and 
The Jewish Museum. She received her Master’s degree  
in Museum Education from Bank Street College.
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Ivy Barsky is the Chief Executive Officer and Director 
of the National Museum of American Jewish History. 
Barsky was the Deputy Director of the Museum of Jewish 
Heritage—A Living Memorial to the Holocaust (New York) 
from 1999 to 2011. There she supervised and led all 
programmatic activities. She founded MJH’s Education 
Department and was instrumental in planning the Robert 
M. Morgenthau wing expansion. From 2003-2011, she 
was a professor of Museum Studies at NYU. Prior to her 
tenure at MJH, she worked at the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, the Institute of Contemporary Art (Philadelphia), 
and P.S. 1 (New York City). She did her graduate work in 
the history of art at the University of Pennsylvania and 
has an undergraduate degree from New York University.

April Baskin is the Union for Reform Judaism’s Vice 
President of Audacious Hospitality. Before coming aboard 
last summer, she served as the national Director of 
Resources and Training at InterfaithFamily. April has spent 
10 years advocating for Jewish diversity inclusion locally 
and nationally, including facilitating LGBT educational 
trainings as a Keshet facilitator and writing a thesis about 
the experiences and identities of Jewish young adults of 
color in American Judaism. A graduate of Tufts University, 
she is a member of the Selah Leadership Network and an 
alumna of the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Foundation’s 
Insight Fellowship and JUFJ’s Jeremiah Fellowship in 
Washington, DC. She is the immediate past President of 
the Jewish Multiracial Network. 

Judy Batalion is a New York-based writer, performer 
and art historian. She is the author of White Walls: A 
Memoir About Motherhood, Daughterhood, and the Mess in 
Between and the editor of The Laughing Stalk: Live Comedy 
and Its Audiences. A former columnist for the New York 
Times Motherlode blog, she has written essays for Salon, 
Vogue, Tablet, the Forward and many other publications. 
Judy previously lived in London and worked as a curator, 
researcher and editor at the Design Museum, the Science 
Museum, the Jewish Museum, the Tate, the Wellcome 
Trust and the Crafts Council. She received support from 

the Hadassah-Brandeis Institute for the translation of the 
Yiddish book Women in the Ghettos. She has performed 
stand-up and one-woman shows in the UK and Canada. 

Lila Corwin Berman is Associate Professor of History 
at Temple University, where she holds the Murray Friedman 
Chair of American Jewish History and directs the Feinstein 
Center for American Jewish History. The Feinstein Center 
fosters research into the American Jewish experience and 
serves as a convener of public scholarship conversations 
and experiences. Berman is author of Metropolitan Jews: 
Politics, Race, and Religion in Postwar Detroit and Speaking 
of Jews: Rabbis, Intellectuals, and the Creation of an 
American Public Identity, as well as articles in the Journal 
of American History, Jewish Social Studies, the Forward, 
Religion and American Culture, Sh’ma, American Jewish 
History, and several edited anthologies. She is working on 
a book called The American-Jewish Philanthropic Complex: 
The Historical Formation of a Multi-Billion Dollar Institution. 

Hadas Binyamini served as the Coordinator of  
Student Learning and Community Engagement at the 
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage: The Museum of 
Diversity and Tolerance in Beachwood, Ohio. In this role, 
she developed student tour content and manages docent 
education. In addition, she teaches Hebrew at Beachwood’s 
High School @Akiva. Binyamini first attended a CAJM 
conference in 2015 as an emerging Jewish museum 
professional fellow and was inspired by the creative and 
innovative community. She received her BA in History 
from Oberlin College, where she studied Jewish  
nationalism and collective memory. 

Deborah Cardin has worked at the Jewish Museum of 
Maryland for more than fifteen years and is currently the 
Museum’s Deputy Director of Programs and Development. 
She is involved in program and exhibition development, 
board relations, budget planning, fundraising and long-
range and strategic planning. She worked for ten years 
as the Museum’s Director of Education, where she 
oversaw many educational initiatives.



Elisheva Carlebach, Salo Wittmayer Baron Professor 
of Jewish History, Culture, and Society at Columbia 
University, specializes in the cultural, intellectual, and 
religious history of Jews in Early Modern Europe. Her 
books include The Pursuit of Heresy, awarded the National 
Jewish Book Award, Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism 
in Early Modern Germany and Palaces of Time: Jewish 
Calendar and Culture in Early Modern Europe. She has 
twice held fellowships from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. In 2003 she was a Fellow at the New York 
Public Library Center for Scholars and Writers, and in 
2010-2011, Tikvah Fellow at NYU Law School. She served 
as Editor of the Association for Jewish Studies Review, 
chaired the Academic Advisory Council of the Center for 
Jewish History, and has served as President of the 
American Academy for Jewish Research.

Danielle Charlap is an Associate Curator at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York. She received 
her BA in History from Harvard and her MA in Decorative 
Arts, Design History, and Material Culture from the Bard 
Graduate Center. At the Museum she has worked on 
numerous original and travelling exhibitions, including 
Emma Lazarus: Poet of Exiles and Hava Nagila: A Song  
for the People. She completed internships at the Israel 
Museum, Tenement Museum, New-York Historical 
Society, Museum of Arts and Design, Cooper Hewitt, 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the Peabody Museum 
of Archaeology and Ethnology.

Susan Chevlowe, PhD, is Curator and Director of the 
Derfner Judaica Museum + The Art Collection at Hebrew 
Home at Riverdale; and she teaches in the program in 
Jewish Art and Visual Culture at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary, where she serves on the Arts Advisory Board. 
She oversaw the completion of the Derfner Judaica 
Museum in 2009 and organized its inaugural exhibition, 
Tradition and Remembrance: Treasures of the Derfner 
Judaica Museum. A former curator at The Jewish Museum, 
she organized such exhibitions as Painting a Place in 
America: Jewish Artists in New York (with Norman 
L. Kleeblatt), Common Man, Mythic Vision: The Paintings  
of Ben Shahn, 1936-1962, and The Jewish Identity Project: 
New American Photography. Her essay on acclaimed 
photographer Adi Nes, for the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, 
appeared in 2007. Chevlowe received her PhD in art 
history from the Graduate Center, CUNY.

Anita Contini is Arts Program Lead at the Bloomberg 
Philanthropies. Previously she was Senior Vice President 
and Director of Corporate Public Affairs and Philanthropy 
at CIT Group; and, from 2002 to 2005, she served as V.P. 
and Director of World Trade Center Memorial, Cultural, 
and Civic Programs at the Lower Manhattan Development 
Corporation. There she developed a process and 
implementation plan for the 9/11 WTC memorial, including 
the jury process for selecting its designer. Earlier Contini 
served as First V.P. of Global Sponsorships and Client 
Events Marketing at Merrill Lynch, and as Vice President 
and Artistic Director of World Financial Center Arts and 
Events/Marketing for Brookfield Properties. In 1974,  
she founded the public art organization Creative Time, 
and was its Director and President until 1987. Awards  
for distinguished public service include ones from the 
Municipal Arts Society, Hofstra University, and the 
Downtown Lower Manhattan Business Association.  
She serves on the boards of The Drawing Center, Cultural 
Data Project, Grantmakers in the Arts, and Publicolor; 
she is on the Operating Committee for ArtPlace America 
and is a member of ArtTable and the AIA New York Chapter.
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Bryan Davis is the Executive Director of the Jewish 
History Museum and Holocaust History Center in downtown 
Tucson, Arizona. He has worked at the Jewish Federation 
of Southern Arizona for nine years in various capacities 
including serving as director of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council, youth programs coordinator and director 
of the Holocaust Education & Commemoration Project.  
A doctoral student in Language, Reading and Culture at 
the University of Arizona, his studies focus on pedagogical 
uses of Holocaust survivor testimony and public presen-
tations of Holocaust history. Bryan teaches in the Judaic 
Studies department at the University of Arizona. His 
article “Holocaust Education: Global Forces Shaping 
Curricula Integration and Implementation” appeared in 
the journal Intercultural Education.

Avi Y. Decter is the Managing Partner of History Now. 
Previously he served as director of the Jewish Museum  
of Maryland. He was the interpretive planner for core 
exhibits at both the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
and The Jewish Museum in New York and has consulted 
on new museums ranging from the Louisville Slugger 
Museum to the National Civil War Museum. For 25 years 
he was a senior advisor to the National Foundation  
for Jewish Culture, where he organized the Jewish 
Documentary Film Fund. He is currently writing a book 
on interpreting American Jewish history for the AASLH. 
In 1977, Decter was a co-founder of the Council of 
American Jewish Museums and currently serves as  
Chair of the CAJM Board.

Sara Devine has been Manager of Audience Engage-
ment and Interpretive Materials at the Brooklyn Museum 
since 2011. She works with curators, designers, educators, 
technologists, and visitor services staff on all aspects  
of interpretation and co-leads the Bloomberg Connects 
visitor experience initiative. A vocal visitor advocate, 
Devine received her MA in Museum Studies from The 
George Washington University and BA in Classical 
Civilization from Emory University. She was previously 
Senior Content Developer and Project Manager at Hilferty, 
a museum planning and exhibition design firm in Ohio. 

She has also worked as the Assistant Curator, Special 
Exhibitions, at Monticello and as a Curatorial Assistant  
at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History.

Juliana Ochs Dweck is Mellon Curator of Academic 
Engagement at the Princeton University Art Museum, 
where she coordinates collections engagement projects 
to create academically rich but accessible interpretive 
approaches. She also integrates the museum collection 
into the university curriculum; works with faculty and 
students on exhibitions; and has curated exhibitions on 
Kongo art, Eugène Atget, Persian manuscripts, and 
graphic representations of time. Previously, she worked 
for the National September 11 Memorial Museum, the 
National Museum of American Jewish History, and the 
Israel Museum; and she was a postdoctoral fellow at the 
Smithsonian National Museum of American History.  
A cultural anthropologist, Dweck received her BA from 
Yale University and her PhD from Cambridge University.

Bruce Feiler writes the “This Life” column about 
today’s families for the Sunday New York Times and is the 
author of six consecutive New York Times bestsellers, 
including Walking the Bible and The Council of Dads. He is 
writer/presenter of the PBS series Walking the Bible and 
Sacred Journeys with Bruce Feiler. His latest book, The 
Secrets of Happy Families, collects best practices for 
modern-day parents from creative minds, including top 
designers in Silicon Valley, elite peace negotiators, the 
creators of television’s Modern Family, and the Green 
Berets. 

Rachel Feinmark is Manager of Strategic Communi-
cations and an American Council of Learned Societies 
Public Fellow at the Tenement Museum. Previously,  
she spent time at the Museum of Jewish Heritage, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the Anthropology and 
Archeology Museum of the University of Cambridge, 
where she earned her MPhil in Museum Anthropology. 
She received her PhD in American History from the 
University of Chicago in 2014. She is currently at work  
on her first book, Belabored Justice: American Labor, 
American Jews, and the Search for Human Rights.
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Ellen Frankel is a freelance writer, librettist, storyteller, 
editor, and lecturer. She is the former CEO and now 
Editor Emerita of The Jewish Publication Society. Frankel 
is the author of twelve books, including The Classic Tales, 
The Five Books of Miriam, and The JPS Illustrated Children’s 
Bible, which won a National Jewish Book Award; and 
several librettos, including the text for Andrea Clearfield’s 
Golem Psalms and Haralabos Stafylakis’s Esther Diaries. 
Frankel’s opera Slaying the Dragon, with composer 
Michael Ching, premiered in Philadelphia in June 2012. 
She is currently at work on a detective novel about the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Chris Gartrell is Senior Coordinator of Adult Programs 
at The Jewish Museum, where he is primarily focused  
on developing new university partnerships and studio  
art programs that encourage creative engagement with 
exhibitions. His previous work at the Yale University Art 
Gallery similarly involved experimenting with new  
program formats for both academic and public audiences. 
He is a practicing artist with an MFA from Hunter College 
and a BA from Wesleyan University.

Luke Gerwe is the managing editor of the Voice of 
Witness book series, a non-profit imprint of McSweeney’s 
Books. The Voice of Witness series is dedicated to fostering 
a more nuanced, empathy-based understanding of 
contemporary human rights through first person oral 
history. Before joining Voice of Witness, Gerwe was an 
editor of fiction and nonfiction who worked on staff or as 
a freelancer for academic and independent presses: 
Counterpoint, Milkweed, Harvard University Press, and 
others. Since joining Voice of Witness, he also conducts 
oral history trainings at college campuses up and down 
the east coast and for organizations such as UNICEF.

Helena Gindi was, most recently, Director of Public 
Programs at the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, where 
she directed 40 programs a year about East European 
Jewish history and culture. While at YIVO she launched 
the YIVO Artists and Scholars Series, bringing artists and 
scholars together for conversation/collaboration, and she 
invited artists to create new work inspired by YIVO’s  
archival collection. Prior to her work at YIVO, she was 
Manager of Public Programs at the Posen Foundation, 
where she developed and curated “Speakers’ Lab,”  
a programming series dedicated to exploring Jewish 
culture and identity in downtown NYC.

Gravity Goldberg is the Associate Director of Public 
Programs at The Contemporary Jewish Museum in  
San Francisco. Since joining The CJM in 2011, she has 
developed events like Night at The Jewseum that have 
significantly increased young adult attendance, as well  
as community partnerships through programs such as  
The Allen Ginsberg Festival and UnderCover Presents. 
Goldberg initiated the successful Gallery Chat series  
that has featured dozens of notable speakers and artists. 
Having worked with the Litquake Literary Festival for 
many years, she currently serves on its advisory board. 
She is also the founder of Instant City: A Literary  
Exploration of San Francisco. 
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Gabriel Goldstein is the founder and project director 
of Re-Imagining Jewish Education Through Art, an 
aesthetic education initiative for teachers and students, 
employing visual arts to energize the study of biblical and 
rabbinic texts. He also serves as an independent curator, 
museum consultant and adjunct professor, working with 
numerous institutions. His recent projects have included 
ones with the National Archives, National Museum of 
American Jewish History, and North Carolina Museum of 
Art. He worked for over two decades in curatorial roles at 
Yeshiva University Museum, and was previously employed 
at The Jewish Museum in New York and the Royal Ontario 
Museum in Toronto. Goldstein studied at Yeshivat Hamivtar 
in Jerusalem, the University of Toronto, and the Bard 
Graduate Center in New York, with degrees in fine art 
history, history, Judaism, decorative arts, design history, 
and material culture. He is a Past Chair of CAJM.

Tiya Gordon provides leadership in media design, 
production, operations and planning, with a focus on the 
cultural and tech spheres. She previously served for 
seven years as the Studio Director for Local Projects, an 
NYC-based media design firm for museums and public 
spaces that has won, among other prizes, the National 
Design Award in 2013. She is a 2000 graduate of Parsons 
the New School for Design, where she has been an 
adjunct professor in Design and Technology for more 
than a decade. Her work can be seen in permanent 
installations at the American Museum of Natural History, 
the National Museum of American Jewish History, and 
the National September 11 Memorial Museum.

Tal Gozani is Senior Vice President of Young Adult 
Engagement & Leadership Development at the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Los Angeles, where she strategizes 
how to connect adults in their 20s and 30s to today’s 
re-imagined Jewish community. Previously, Tal served as 
Senior Program Officer for the Righteous Persons 
Foundation and was a long-time curator at the Skirball 
Cultural Center and Museum, where she curated dozens 
of exhibitions exploring the intersection of modern Jewish 
art, history and identity. Her publications include  
“Images and Jewish Identity: Three Jewish Artists in 

Nineteenth-Century France” (Judaism) and “Painting by 
Numbers: Reporting on the Emergence of Modern Jewish 
Art” (CCAR Journal).

Hanna Griff-Sleven is Director of Cultural and Intern 
Programming at the Museum at Eldridge Street. She 
received her PhD in Folklore and American Studies from 
Indiana University. She was Director of the Folklore 
Archives there, and an adjunct professor at Indiana 
University/Purdue University at Indianapolis. She was a 
lecturer in the American Studies Department at Grinnell 
College, and Director of an oral history project focusing 
on the Jews of Iowa (“Toldot Iowa”). For several years she 
was an Assistant Professor in the Inter Cultural Program 
at Sanyo Gakuen University in Okayama, Japan, then 
served as an oral history consultant at the Museum of the 
Southern Jewish Experience. Before coming to Eldridge 
Street, she was a Program Officer in the Folk Arts Program 
at the New York State Council on the Arts. She is a Visiting 
Instructor at Eugene Lang College of The New School  
for Social Research, and an adjunct Associate Professor 
at The City College of New York and NYU’s School of 
Continuing Education.

Jayne K. Guberman, PhD, is an independent scholar 
and oral history consultant, and Co-Director of the 
Adoption and Jewish Identity Project. In her consulting 
practice, she conducts oral history interviews with 
individuals; advises organizations on story-gathering 
projects; and provides oral history training. She has been 
the oral history consultant to the Yiddish Book Center’s 
Wexler Oral History Project since its inception in 2009. 
Other recent projects include directing an oral history 
project on the Boston Marathon bombings for Northeastern 
University and WBUR public radio; conducting interviews 
on the relationship between domestic workers and their 
employers in Massachusetts; and advising and conducting 
trainings for the Tibetan Settlement Stories: Voice from 
Boston oral history project. From 1998 to 2009, Guberman 
was Director of Oral History and Online Collecting at  
the Jewish Women’s Archive. She received her BA from 
Harvard College and her PhD in Folklore & Folklife from 
the University of Pennsylvania.
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Warren Hoffman is the Associate Director of  
Community Programming for the Center of Jewish Life 
and Learning at Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia. 
Prior to that he was Senior Director of Programming for 
Philadelphia’s Gershman Y, where the Jewish Exponent 
named him the “next wave” of arts and culture in the city. 
Warren also served as literary manager and dramaturg 
for Philadelphia Theatre Company, working on world 
premieres by Bill Irwin, Chris Durang, and Terrence 
McNally. Also a playwright, his work has been developed 
around the country. Hoffman was the Associate Artistic 
Director of Jewish Repertory Theatre in New York. He 
holds a PhD in American Literature with a focus on Jewish 
Culture from the University of California, Santa Cruz;  
and he has taught at a number of universities. His books 
include The Passing Game: Queering Jewish American Culture 
and The Great White Way: Race and the Broadway Musical. 

Melanie Holcomb, a curator at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art since 1999, is a specialist in the luxury 
arts of the Middle Ages. An alumna of Smith College and 
the University of Michigan, she was curator, in 2009, of 
Pen and Parchment: Drawing in the Middle Ages, which 
demonstrated the importance of drawing to the period’s 
artistic and intellectual culture. She has a particular 
interest in comparative religions and the means and 
effects of cross-cultural exchange. She was co-curator  
of the Met’s 2011-2012 exhibition series Medieval Jewish 
Art in Context. Her current research is focused on the art 
and history of the Holy Land as the co-organizer of  
Every People Under Heaven: Jerusalem, 1000-1400, an  
international loan exhibition scheduled to open in  
September 2016

Jenna Weissman Joselit, the Charles E. Smith 
Professor of Judaic Studies & Professor of History at The 
George Washington University, directs two graduate 
programs in Jewish culture and the arts. An historian of 
the everyday with a particular interest in the relationship 
among material culture, religion and identity, she is the 
author of The Wonders of America, which received the 
National Jewish Book Award in History, and A Perfect Fit. 
Her latest book, forthcoming next year, explores America’s 
fascination with the Ten Commandments. Joselit is also  
a monthly columnist for The Forward, where her column  
on American Jewish culture is currently in its 16th 
consecutive year of publication. She is a member of the 
CAJM Advisory Council.

Alex Kalman is the founder of Do Good, the multi- 
disciplinary studio behind Mmuseumm (a modern natural 
history museum in an alley, where he curated the recent 
exhibition Sara Berman’s Closet in collaboration with his 
mother, Maira). He is also founder of The MyBlock 
Education Network, a model for public schools to improve 
student learning through video-communication literacy. 
Prior to Mmuseumm and MyBlock Edu, Alex co-founded 
the media production company Red Bucket Films and the 
video-mapping platform MyBlockNYC, which was exhibited 
at the Museum of Modern Art. He was recently identified 
by Cool Hunting as one of 25 “innovators working to drive 
the world forward.” His work touches on journalism, 
design, curation, education, technology, print, and the 
moving image with the goal of engaging the public to better 
understand and participate in the world around them.
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maira kalman is an author/illustrator of numerous 
books for adults and children. she is a contributor to The 
New Yorker and The New York Times. she is currently co- 
creating a ballet with choreographer John Heginbotham 
which will premiere at Jacob’s Pillow in summer 2017. 
the mural that she created for the Russ & Daughters 
restaurant in The Jewish Museum contains the words 
pickles and herring. besides owning many things, she is 
the owner of a pair of Toscanini’s pants.

Ari Y. Kelman is the Jim Joseph Professor in Educa-
tion and Jewish Studies in the Stanford Graduate School 
of Education, where he also directs the Concentration in 
Education and Jewish Studies. He holds a courtesy 
appointment in Religious Studies, and is a faculty affiliate 
of the Center for Comparative Studies in Race and Ethnicity 
and the Taube Center for Jewish Studies. Kelman is the 
author of several books about American Jewish life and 
culture, including Station Identification: A Cultural History 
of Yiddish Radio and Sacred Strategies: Transforming 
Synagogues from Functional to Visionary. His research 
explores how people learn to develop religious sensibilities, 
and it has taken him to church, to Krakow, Poland, to 
many, many b’nai mitzvah and, most recently, online. 

Norman Kleeblatt is the Susan and Elihu Rose Chief 
Curator of The Jewish Museum. His exhibitions include 
Action/Abstraction: Pollock, De Kooning, and American Art, 
1940-1976; The Dreyfus Affair: Art, Truth and Justice; Too 
Jewish? Challenging Traditional Identities; An Expressionist 
in Paris: The Paintings of Chaim Soutine with Kenneth 
Silver; John Singer Sargent: Portraits of the Wertheimer 
Family; Mel Bochner: Strong Language and, as co-curator, 
From the Margins: Lee Krasner | Norman Lewis, 1945-1952. 
Kleeblatt’s articles have appeared in Art in America, the 
Art Journal, Art News, and Artforum. He has received 
support from the Getty Research Institute, National 
Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment for the 
Humanities, and Rockefeller Foundation. Kleeblatt serves 
on the boards of the Vera List Center for Art and Politics 
of the New School and the US section of the International 
Association of Art Critics (AICA).

Josh Lambert is the Academic Director of the Yiddish 
Book Center and Visiting Assistant Professor of English 
at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. His most 
recent book is Unclean Lips: Obscenity, Jews, and American 
Culture, which received a Canadian Jewish Book Award 
and the Association for Jewish Studies’ Jordan Schnitzer 
Award. He writes an occasional column about comedy  
for Tablet magazine, and he has contributed to Haaretz, 
the Los Angeles Times, the San Francisco Chronicle,  
and the Forward. 

Aaron Lansky is founder and president of the Yiddish 
Book Center. Having discovered that large numbers of 
Yiddish books were being discarded by younger Jews who 
could not read the language of their forebears, Lansky 
founded the Yiddish Book Center in 1980 and issued a 
public appeal for unwanted and discarded Yiddish books. 
Other YBC programs including training Yiddish translators; 
a major oral history project; Great Jewish Books for high 
school students; the Steiner Yiddish Summer Program 
for college students; Tent: Encounters in Jewish Culture 
for twentysomethings; and YiddishSchool. Lansky holds  
a BA in Modern Jewish History from Hampshire College, 
an MA in East European Jewish Studies from McGill 
University, and honorary doctorates from Amherst College, 
the State University of New York, and Hebrew Union 
College. He received a MacArthur Foundation grant in 
1989. His bestselling book, Outwitting History: The Amazing 
Adventures of a Man Who Rescued a Million Yiddish Books, 
won the Massachusetts Book Award in Non-Fiction in 2005. 

Amichai Lau-Lavie is the spiritual leader of Lab/Shul 
and the founding director of Storahtelling, Inc. An  
Israeli-born Jewish educator, writer, and performer,  
he is currently a rabbinical student at the Jewish  
Theological Seminary of America. Amichai was a  
Jerusalem Fellow at the Mandel Leadership Institute in 
Israel (2008-2009) and is a consultant to the Reboot 
Network, a member of the URJ Faculty Team, and a 
fellow of the new Clergy Leadership Institute.
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Rebecca Lehrer is co-founder of The Mash-Up  
Americans, a media company that explores the hybrid 
cultures and stories of what it means to be American 
today. Her work in media, arts, and culture has focused 
on the shared cultural experiences that bring people 
together. As director of business development at New 
York Public Radio, Lehrer helped transform a radio 
station group into a multi-platform media company by 
engaging audiences where they live. Most recently, as 
program officer for the Righteous Persons Foundation, 
she focused on issues of cultural identity, history,  
storytelling and engagement in the Jewish community. 
She holds an MBA from the Yale School of Management 
and a BA from Columbia University.

Libby Lenkinski is the US Vice President for Strategy 
at the New Israel Fund. She recently moved back to the 
United States from Israel, where she had worked as 
Director of International Relations at the Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel, and as a strategy consultant to human 
rights organizations, documentary films, and progressive 
campaigns in Israel. She is a board member of Comet- 
ME, an NGO providing renewable energy to off-the-grid 
Palestinian villages in the West Bank. She is an advisor to 
+972 Magazine, an online, English-language publication 
featuring progressive voices from Israel and Palestine.

Zachary Paul Levine is an independent consultant 
specializing in social and cultural history projects. He 
was formerly a curator at Yeshiva University Museum and 
at the Jewish Historical Society of Greater Washington, 
where he oversaw planning for the core exhibition. His 
projects have explored Jewish law’s manifestations in the 
built environment, the history and culture of Jewish scrap 
recyclers, comic book memoirs, and early Jewish travel 
films. He co-chaired the 2014 CAJM conference and is a 
CAJM board member with responsibility for new media 

development. Levine has presented internationally, and 
has published, on such topics as clandestine international 
philanthropy in the Cold War and Jewish identity in 
Eastern Europe.

Rachel Lithgow is the Executive Director of the 
American Jewish Historical Society, the oldest ethnic 
archive in the United States. With expertise in oral history, 
she spent several years at the Shoah Foundation  
supporting interviews and assuring quality on thousands 
of interviews. From 2001-2007 she was the Executive 
Director of the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, 
overseeing the Museum’s capital campaign, and retaining 
permission to build the new Museum on public-park land 
in the city’s historic museum district. She curated LAM-
OTH’s core exhibition and the first Holocaust exhibition in 
Cuban history. Her most recent exhibition, October 7, 1944 
with artist Jonah Bokaer, was featured at the Center for 
Jewish History last year, in partnership with Yeshiva 
University Museum and YIVO.

Jayson Littman is the founder of Hebro, a social- 
startup that produces nightlife/cultural events and 
destination trips for gay Jews. Hebro began as a small 
gathering of friends on Christmas Eve 2007 and has 
turned into the largest party for gay Jews outside of  
Tel Aviv. Its most recent Christmas Eve Jewbilee attracted 
over 1,500 people from across the USA and abroad. 
Through Hebro, Littman has produced unique cultural 
occasions: NYC walking tours, museum events, meetings 
with politicians, local Shabbat dinners, and group trips  
to Fort Lauderdale, FL; Berlin, Germany; and Israel &  
Tel Aviv Pride.
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Hanno Loewy, PhD, is a Scholar of Literature and Film, 
exhibition curator, and author. He has directed the Jewish 
Museum Hohenems, Austria, since 2004, and since 2011 
has served as the president of the Association of European 
Jewish Museums. From 1995 to 2000 he was the founding 
director of the Fritz Bauer Institute. He has curated exhibi-
tions on Jewish history and culture, the Holocaust, and 
Palestine at many art institutions and Jewish museums, 
including in Frankfurt and Berlin. His publications, 
covering subjects from contemporary Jewish culture and 
history and the aesthetics of film and photography to the 
impact of the Holocaust on literature and film, include 
Before they Perished. Photographs, Found in Auschwitz;  
In the Beginning Was the Ghetto: Notebooks from Lodz); and 
Jukebox. Jewkbox! A Jewish Century on Shellac and Vinyl.

Natan M. Meir is the Lorry I. Lokey Associate Professor 
of Judaic Studies and Academic Director of the Schnitzer 
Family Program in Judaic Studies at Portland State 
University. His research focuses on the social and cultural 
history of East European Jewry in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. He is the author of Kiev, Jewish 
Metropolis: A History, 1859-1914 and co-editor of Anti- 
Jewish Violence: Rethinking the Pogrom in East European 
History. His articles have appeared in Jewish Quarterly 
Review and Slavic Review. Meir is currently working on a 
study entitled “‘Republic of Beggars’: The Jewish Destitute, 
Disabled, and Dispossessed in Eastern Europe.” He served 
as a consultant for the Jewish Museum and Tolerance 
Center of Moscow, and as curator for a 2011 exhibition on 
Yizkor volumes held by the PSU Library. Meir received his 
PhD in Jewish History from Columbia University in 2003.

Rachel Jarman Myers is the Museum/Special 
Projects Coordinator at the Institute of Southern Jewish 
Life in Jackson, MS and serves on the CAJM board. She 
graduated from Brandeis University with a BA in Religious 
Studies and Johns Hopkins University with an MA in 
Museum Studies. She works to preserve and present  
the history of the Southern Jewish Experience through 
traveling education programs, Southern Jewish heritage 
tours, and service learning trips; and she enjoys helping 
individuals and groups explore the diversity of the region. 

Vanessa Ochs is Professor of Religious Studies and 
member of the Jewish Studies Program at the University 
of Virginia. A consultant to several Jewish museums, she 
teaches a course on “Exhibiting Jews: Jewish Museums 
and Monuments.” Her books include Inventing Jewish 
Ritual, Sarah Laughed: Modern Lessons from the Wisdom 
and Stories of Biblical Women, Words on Fire: One Woman’s 
Journey into the Sacred, and Safe and Sound. Her book 
chapters and articles include “What Makes a Jewish 
Home Jewish?” and “The Jewish Sensibilities.” Ochs was 
awarded a Creative Writing Fellowship by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, and she received rabbinic 
ordination in 2012.

Janine Okmin is the Associate Director of Education  
at The Contemporary Jewish Museum in San Francisco, 
where she develops programs for audiences of a variety 
of ages, writes curricula, and trains docents and museum  
educators. Formerly the Associate Manager of Learning 
Through Art at the Guggenheim Museum, Okmin has 
developed workshops for teachers, tour guides, and 
museum educators in New York, Boston, Denver, and 
Taiwan. She has also developed arts education programs 
at the Center for Arts Education in New York City and for 
college students as the Director of Jewish Cultural and 
Artistic Expression at Brooklyn College Hillel. Okmin 
holds a BA in Drama from Northwestern University and 
received an MA in Arts Administration from Teachers 
College, Columbia University.

Marvin Pinkert is Executive Director of the Jewish 
Museum of Maryland. Since joining JMM in 2012, he has 
worked on expanding audiences, raising visibility, and 
restoring financial stability. Previously, Pinkert was  
founding Director of the National Archives Experience in 
Washington, DC, leading the team that created the Public 
Vaults and more than a dozen original changing exhibits 
and educational programs. He also spent eleven years  
at Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry, serving  
as Vice President for Programs. Pinkert received his  
BA from Brandeis, an MA in Japanese Studies from Yale, 
and an MM in marketing and strategy for non-profits 
from Northwestern.
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Annie Polland is Senior Vice President for Programs  
& Education at the Tenement Museum. She is the author, 
with Daniel Soyer, of Emerging Metropolis: New York Jews 
in the Age of Immigration, winner of the 2012 National 
Jewish Book Award. She also served as Vice President of 
Education at the Museum at Eldridge Street, where she 
wrote Landmark of the Spirit. 

Judith Rosenbaum is Executive Director of the Jewish 
Women’s Archive. An educator, historian, and writer, 
Judith served for nearly a decade as JWA’s Director of 
Public History and Director of Education, developing 
major programs and educational initiatives. Rosenbaum 
earned a PhD in American Studies from Brown University 
with a focus on women, gender, and social movements, 
and she has been the recipient of a Fulbright Fellowship. 
She has taught and lectured on Jewish studies and 
women’s studies at Brown University, Boston University, 
Hebrew College, and Gann Academy; serves on the faculty 
of the Bronfman Youth Fellowships; regularly publishes  
in both academic and popular journals; and is currently 
co-editing an anthology that explores contemporary 
redefinitions of the “Jewish mother.”

Alice Rubin recently joined the team at Gallagher & 
Associates as Studio Director in their New York office.  
For seven years she was Director of Special Projects at 
the Museum of Jewish Heritage–A Living Memorial to the 
Holocaust, where she was hired to create the Keeping 
History Center. She worked cross-departmentally on the 
museum’s audience engagement initiatives relating to the 
permanent collection, exhibitions, programming and 
strategic partnerships. Highlights of the past year include 
a symposium on Jewish Culture and Modern Design, 
produced with the Cooper Hewitt, and managing the 
merger of the National Yiddish Theater Folksbiene with 
MJH. Her background is in producing content-rich media 
for museums and cultural institutions.

Jacob J. Schacter is University Professor of Jewish 
History and Jewish Thought and Senior Scholar at the 
Center for the Jewish Future at Yeshiva University. He 
holds a PhD in Near Eastern Languages from Harvard 
University. He was a Teaching Fellow at Harvard from 
1978-1980 and an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the 
Stern College for Women at Yeshiva University from 
1993-1999. In 1995, he was awarded the Daniel Jeremy 
Silver Fellowship from the Department of Near Eastern 
Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University. Schacter 
is co-author of the award-winning A Modern Heretic and  
a Traditional Community: Mordecai M. Kaplan, Orthodoxy, 
and American Judaism, editor of a number of works, and 
author of close to one hundred articles and reviews in 
Hebrew and English.

Tanya Schevitz is the National Communications and 
San Francisco Program manager for Reboot, an organi-
zation that affirms the value of Jewish traditions and 
creates new ways for people to make them their own. 
Inspired by Jewish ritual and embracing the arts, humor, 
food, philosophy, and social justice, Reboot produces 
creative projects that spark the interest of Jews as well 
as the larger community. Tanya joined Reboot after  
12 years as a staff reporter at the San Francisco Chronicle.

Deborah Schwartz is President of the Brooklyn 
Historical Society. From 2002 to 2006 she served as the 
Edward John Noble Foundation Deputy Director for 
Education at the Museum of Modern Art. In 2002, she 
curated Art Inside Out for the Children’s Museum of 
Manhattan. For 17 years, from 1983 to 2000, Schwartz 
worked at the Brooklyn Museum, where she served as 
Vice Director for Education and Program Development. 
She teaches a graduate seminar on museum manage-
ment for NYU’s Museum Studies Program; frequently 
lectures at Columbia University Teacher’s College  
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and Bank Street College of Education; and has given 
workshops on museum leadership in China and the 
Ukraine. She has published in the Journal of Museum 
Education and Museum News, and contributed to the  
Pew Center for Arts & Heritage publication, Letting Go? 
Sharing Historical Authority in a User-Generated World.

Marsha Semmel is an independent consultant working 
with foundations, museums, libraries, and various 
cultural organizations on learning, leadership, philanthropy 
trends, 21st-century skills, strategic partnerships and 
collaborations, and cultural policy. She serves as Senior 
Advisor to the Noyce Leadership Institute and is Senior 
Advisor to the SENCER-ISE, a partnership project of the 
National Center for Science and Civic Engagement. She 
has served as acting director of the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services and as director of public programs 
at the National Endowment for the Humanities. Semmel 
was president and CEO of the Women of the West Museum, 
and President and CEO of Conner Prairie. She is a current 
board member for the Smithsonian Institution’s Early 
Enrichment Center and for CAJM.

Orit Shaham-Gover is the Chief Curator of Beit 
Hatfutsot–The Museum of the Jewish People in Tel Aviv, 
where she is re-curating its new core exhibition. She 
holds a BA in general and Jewish history from Tel Aviv 
University, an MA in museum education from George 
Washington University, and a PhD in museology from 
Haifa University. Shaham-Gover was chief curator of the 
archeological site at Massada; she planned the museum 
and tourist structure of the Jewish Quarter in Jerusalem; 
and she curated the exhibitions at the Palmach Museum 
in Tel Aviv, and the Begin Heritage Center Museum and 
Herzl Museum in Jerusalem. She has taught historical 
museology at Haifa University. Shaham-Gover has 
published four novels; in 2001, the New Film and TV  
Fund awarded her its Docudrama Prize.

Rona Sheramy, PhD, is the Executive Director of  
the Association for Jewish Studies. She has published 
and spoken widely on Holocaust education and Jewish 
education in the American Jewish community. She serves 
as a judge for the National Jewish Book Awards, sits  
on the editorial board of the journal Conservative Judaism, 
and is on the Board of Directors of the Solomon  
Schechter Day School of Westchester and the National 
Humanities Alliance.

Tiffany Shlain is an Emmy-nominated filmmaker, 
artist and Webby Awards Founder. Four of Shlain’s films 
premiered at Sundance, and the U.S. State Department 
sends her to other countries to show films and represent 
America. Her original series The Future Starts Here 
explores creativity, culture, technology and science and 
has over 40 million views; one popular episode explores 
how Tiffany and her family unplug from all screens each 
week for their technology shabbats. Her films include The 
Tribe and The Making of a Mensch. Shlain’s nonprofit Let it 
Ripple hosts a global event called Character Day, which 
provides free films and resources to schools and organi-
zations around the globe. Visit her at moxieinstitute.org, 
letitripple.org, or @tiffanyshlain.

David Shneer is the Louis P. Singer Endowed Chair in 
Jewish History, Professor of History, Religious Studies, 
and Jewish Studies and 2015-2016 College Scholar at the 
University of Colorado, Boulder. He is a Distinguished 
Lecturer for the Association for Jewish Studies. In Fall 
2015, he will serve as a visiting scholar at the University 
of Southern California’s Visual Studies Research Institute. 
He maintains a blog at the Radical Jewish Traveler.
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Lowery Stokes Sims is a specialist in modern and 
contemporary art, craft and design. She is known for her 
particular interest in a diverse and inclusive global art 
world and has supported a variety of artists whose 
identities and work reflect those values. Sims recently 
retired as Curator Emerita from the Museum of Arts and 
Design in New York, where she served first as the Charles 
Bronfman International Curator and then as the William 
and Mildred Ladson Chief Curator. Prior to her tenure at 
MAD, Sims served on the education and curatorial staff of 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art from 1972-1999, where 
she curated over 30 exhibitions. Sims then served as 
executive director, president, and adjunct curator for the 
permanent collection at The Studio Museum in Harlem 
from 2000-2007. 

Jeffrey R. Solomon is President of the Andrea and 
Charles Bronfman Philanthropies. He previously served 
as the Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 
of UJA-Federation of New York; in executive positions at 
Altro Health & Rehabilitation Services, Miami Jewish 
Home and Hospital for the Aged, and Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services; and in government positions at the 
local, state, and Federal levels. His book The Art of Giving: 
Where the Soul Meets a Business Plan, co-authored with 
Charles Bronfman, and its sequel, The Art of Doing Good: 
Where Passion Meets Action, explore the principles and 
practices of nonprofit social enterprise. He has contributed 
to professional journals and outlets like the Financial Times 
and Wall Street Journal and served as an adjunct associate 
professor at New York University. He chaired the Committee 
on Ethics and Practice and sat on the Executive Committee 
of the Board of the Council on Foundations. He is a 
founding trustee of the World Faiths Development Dialogue 
and has received a number of honors from professional 
associations and universities.

Amy E. Waterman has been a museum staff member 
or consultant for more than three decades. For sixteen 
years, Dr. Waterman served as Executive Director of the 
Eldridge Street Project (now the Museum at Eldridge 
Street), conceiving a mission and program direction  
while overseeing a multi-million-dollar restoration of 
the Eldridge Street Synagogue, a National Historical 
Landmark on New York’s Lower East Side. Earlier, she 
was involved in the creation of the American Museum of 
the Moving Image in Astoria, New York and with exhibits 
and programs at cultural institutions around the country 
as a Senior Associate of American History Workshop. 
Since moving to Brunswick, ME nine years ago, she  
has advised or assisted non-profit organizations with 
programming, marketing and communications, fundraising, 
strategic planning, and exhibition development. CAJM’s 
part-time Website/Communications Manager, she served 
as editor for conference materials.

Colin A. Weil is an independent consultant in New York 
City. His more than 25 years of experience in marketing, 
advancement, digital strategy, strategic planning, and 
change management spans the for-profit and non-profit 
sectors on both coasts. An Art History graduate of Yale, 
his prior positions include Director of Marketing at the 
Jewish Museum, Director of Development and Alumni 
Relations at the Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish Life 
(Hillel) at Yale, and Chief Operating Officer at MZA Events/
AIDS Walk. He is Co-Founder and National Chair of Eli’s 
Mishpacha, Yale’s Jewish Alumni Group; a member of the 
Museum Advisory Board of WoofbertVR; and an advisory 
board member of the Goldman Family Fund’s New 
Leader Scholarship (SF). He is a board member of CAJM 
and a Co-Chair of its 2016 national conference.
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Christa Whitney is the director of the Yiddish Book 
Center’s Wexler Oral History Project. A native of  
northern California, she discovered Yiddish while studying  
comparative literature at Smith College. She is an 
alumna of the Yiddish Book Center’s Steiner Summer 
Yiddish Program and also did a yearlong fellowship at  
the Center, which was instrumental in establishing  
the Wexler Oral History Project. She also studied Yiddish 
at the Vilnius Yiddish Institute. 

Jacob Wisse is Director of the Yeshiva University Museum, 
Associate Professor of Art History at Stern College for 
Women, and Co-Chair of the Department of Fine Arts and 
Music of Yeshiva University, where he was named Lillian F. 
and William L. Silber Professor of the Year. He earned his 
BA from McGill University; and his MA and PhD from the 
Institute of Fine Arts of New York University, where he 
specialized in northern European art of the late Medieval 
and Renaissance eras. His book City Painters in the 
Burgundian Netherlands will be published later this year. 
Through The Metropolitan Museum of Art, he earned a 
Curatorial Studies Certificate and was twice awarded the 
MMA’s Theodore Rousseau Curatorial Fellowship.

Melissa Martens Yaverbaum is the Executive Director 
of the Council of American Jewish Museums. Prior to this 
position, she worked in museums for 25 years, including 
the Museum of Jewish Heritage—A Living Memorial to the 
Holocaust, the Jewish Museum of Maryland, the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, the Jane Addams Hull-
House Museum, and the Newberry Library. Her exhibitions 
have included those on the poet Emma Lazarus, the game 
of mah jongg, the song “Hava Nagila,” Jewish department 
stores, synagogue architecture, and Jewish vacation culture. 
She was a founder and artistic director of the performance 
art group Fluid Movement, and was an ex officio board 
member of the Foundation for Jewish Culture.
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